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EPIPHANY  6C  SERMON  
TEXT:   Luke 6:17-26 (Luke’s Beatitudes and Woe-attitudes) 

TITLE:  “Life is a Rollercoaster”  

 ,¶P�VXUH�\RX¶UH�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKH�%HDWLWXGHV�LQ�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�0DWWKHZ��EOHVW�DUH�WKH�SRRU�LQ�

VSLULW��EOHVW�DUH�WKH�PHHN��EOHVW�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�PRXUQ��DQG�VR�RQ���:HOO��WRGD\¶V�6FULSWXUH��IURP�

WKH�*RVSHO�RI�/XNH��KDV�D�VOLJKWO\�GLIIHUHQW�YHUVLRQ�RI� WKH�%HDWLWXGHV��SOXV�VRPH�:RH-DWWLWXGHV�

�³ZRH� WR� \RX�ZKR� DUH� ULFK�´� DQG� VR� RQ��� 7KH� YHUVLRQV� LQ� WKHVH� WZR�*RVSHOV� DUH� WZR� GLIIHUHQW�����������

UHPHPEUDQFHV�RI�ZKDW�-HVXV�VDLG�LQ�WKDW�6HUPRQ� 

 7KH�ILUVW�WKLQJ�\RX�QRWLFH�DERXW�-HVXV¶�VD\LQJV�KHUH��LV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�GUDPDWLF�DQG�DOPRVW�

XQEHOLHYDEOH��)RU�LQVWDQFH��LQ�YHUVH����-HVXV�VD\V��³%OHVW�DUH�WKH�SRRU�´��1RUPDOO\�ZH�ZRXOG�VD\��

³%OHVW�DUH�WKH�ULFK�´� �%XW�-HVXV�ZDV�QRW�VD\LQJ�WKDW� LW¶V�JRRG�WR�EH�SRRU��1R��WKH�SRRU�DUH�EOHVW�

EHFDXVH� WKH\� KDYH� *RG¶V� JXDUDQWHH� WKDW� WKH\� ZLOO� EH� EOHVW�� DV� VXUHO\� DV� GD\� IROORZV� QLJKW��

7KH\¶UH�EOHVW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�RQ�WKH�URDG�WR�EOHVVLQJ��D�EOHVVHG�RXWFRPH�LV�DVVXUHG� 

 7KH�VDPH�JRHV�IRU�-HVXV¶�SURPLVHV�RI�ZRH�IRU�WKH�ULFK��DQG�IRU�WKRVH�IXOO�RI�IRRG�DQG�IXOO�

RI�ODXJKWHU��-HVXV�VD\V��³:RH�WR�\RX�ZKR�DUH�ODXJKLQJ�QRZ��IRU�\RX�ZLOO�PRXUQ�DQG�ZHHS�´��+H¶V�

QRW� VD\LQJ�� ³<RX� ODXJKHUV�� \RX¶YH� EHHQ� EDG�´� � $V� LI� ZH� DUH� VHQWHQFHG� WR� PRXUQ� DQG� ZHHS��������������������

EHFDXVH�ZH¶YH�EHHQ�ODXJKLQJ�WRR�PXFK���2U�WKDW�ZH�DUH�VHQWHQFHG�WR�EH�KXQJU\��EHFDXVH�ZH¶UH�

WRR� IXOO�� 7KHUH� DUH� D� ORW� RI� %LEOH� YHUVHV� WKDW� GRQ¶W� PDNH� VHQVH� ZKHQ� \RX� WDNH� WKH� ZRUGV� WRR�������������������

OLWHUDOO\��EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�SRHWLF��DQG�WKH\�KDYH�D�GHHSHU�PHDQLQJ�WKDQ�DSSHDUV�RQ�WKH�VXUIDFH� 

 1R��ZKDW�-HVXV�LV�VD\LQJ�KHUH��LV��³:KHQ�\RX¶UH�XS��ZKHQ�\RX¶UH�KLJK��ZKHQ�\RX¶UH�IHHOLQJ�

RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��EH�SUHSDUHG��EHFDXVH��VRRQ��LW¶V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�GLIIHUHQW�´ 

 -HVXV¶�RYHUDOO�PHVVDJH�KHUH�LV��2QH�GD\�\RX¶UH�XS��DQG�WKH�QH[W�GD\�\RX¶UH�GRZQ��2QH�

GD\�\RX¶UH�GRZQ��EXW�GRQ¶W�ZRUU\��\RX¶OO�EH�UDLVHG�XS�DJDLQ�VRRQ��<RX�PD\�EH�LQ�PLVHU\�QRZ��EXW�

VRRQ�\RX¶OO�EH�UHMRLFLQJ��7RGD\�\RX�PD\�EH�KDSS\�DERXW�\RXU�JRRG�IRUWXQH�DQG�FHOHEUDWLQJ�LW�� 
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wonder, the mystery, the 
complexity, the beauty of 
the divine which we heard 
last week in Psalm 19 and 
as Marty Haugen wrote: 
 The heavens are 
telling the glory of God, 
 and all creation is 
shouting for joy. 
 Come, dance in the 
forest, come, play in the 
field, 
 and sing, sing to the 

'ƌĂĐĞ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͕�sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂ����Ε�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϭϯ͕�ϮϬϮϮ 

EXW�LW�ZRQ¶W�EH�ORQJ�XQWLO�\RX¶OO�EH�JULHYLQJ�RYHU�D�VDG�ORVV���7KDW¶V�OLIH�LQ�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�*RG� 

 ,W¶V� QRUPDO� IRU� XV� WR� JR� WKURXJK� GDUN� SHULRGV� LQ� RXU� OLYHV� –� ³*RRG� )ULGD\´� SHULRGV�������������������

%XW�-HVXV�SURPLVHV�WKDW�LW�ZRQ¶W�EH�ORQJ�XQWLO�WKH�WDEOHV�DUH�WXUQHG�DQG�ZH¶OO�H[SHULHQFH�D�MR\IXO��

UHVXUUHFWLRQ�SHULRG��D�JORULRXV�WLPH�RI�KDSSLQHVV�DQG�MR\��2QH�GD\�\RX¶UH�VXIIHULQJ�DV�&KULVW�GLG��

DQG�WKH�QH[W�GD\�\RX¶UH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�ZLWK�&KULVW��$QG�YLFH-YHUVD� 

 7KLV�LV�WKH�UROOHUFRDVWHU�RI�OLIH��:H�DUH�XS�IRU�D�ZKLOH��WKHQ�JR�RYHU�D�KLOO�DQG�GRZQ�IRU�D�

ZKLOH��6RPHWLPHV�ZH¶UH�KHDGLQJ�GRZQZDUG�VR�IDVW�WKDW�ZH�WKLQN�ZH¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�FUDVK��,Q�DOO�RI�LW��

-HVXV�LV�VD\LQJ��³7UXVW�*RG�´�:KDWHYHU�VWDWH�\RX�KDSSHQ�WR�EH�LQ�ULJKW�QRZ��SDLQ�RU�SOHDVXUH��

ZHDO�RU�ZRH�� UHPHPEHU�� LW¶V�RQO\� WHPSRUDU\��7DNH� WKH� ORQJ�YLHZ��*RG¶V� YLHZ��EHFDXVH� LQ� WKH�

HQG�\RXU�UROOHUFRDVWHU�ZLOO�VWUDLJKWHQ�RXW�DQG�\RX¶OO�FRPH�LQWR�VWDWLRQ�VDIH�DQG�VRXQG��<RX¶OO�VWHS�

RXW�RQWR�WKH�SODWIRUP�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�\RXU�ULGH��DQG�\RX¶OO�EH�DPD]HG�DW�ZKDW�\RX�ZHQW�WKURXJK��

DQG�VD\��³:RRHHH��:KDW�D�WKULOO�WKDW�ZDV�´ 

 6R�� ZKHQ� VRPHWKLQJ� ZRQGHUIXO� KDSSHQV� LQ� \RXU� OLIH�� GRQ¶W� HYHU� VD\�� ³:RZ�� ,� ZDVQ¶W��������������

H[SHFWLQJ� WKLV�´� /LNHZLVH�� ZKHQ� VRPHWKLQJ� KRUULEOH� KDSSHQV�� GRQ¶W� HYHU� VD\�� ³:RZ�� ,� ZDVQ¶W����������������

H[SHFWLQJ�WKLV�´�-HVXV�LV�VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKRVH�XSV�DQG�GRZQV�DUH�QRUPDO��([SHFW�WKHP��([SHFW�WKH�

XQH[SHFWHG��ZKHWKHU�LW¶V�XQH[SHFWHG�VXFFHVV�RU�XQH[SHFWHG�GLVDSSRLQWPHQW� 

 6RPHWLPHV�*RG�VHHPV�WR�EH�FUXHO�WR�XV��SLFNLQJ�RQ�XV��DQG�ZH�FU\�RXW��³:K\�PH��/RUG"�

:KDW�GLG�,�GR�WR�GHVHUYH�WKLV"´�$W�RWKHU�WLPHV�ZH�IHHO�EORZQ�DZD\�E\�*RG¶V�DPD]LQJ�JUDFH�DQG�����������������

EOHVVLQJ��7KHQ�WRR��*RG�ZDQWV�XV�WR�DVN��³:K\�PH��/RUG"��:KDW�GLG�,�GR�WR�GHVHUYH�WKLV"´ 

 2QH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�*RG�LV�DOZD\V�WU\LQJ�WR�GR�LV�VKRZ�XV�:KR¶V�ERVV�DQG�VKRZ�XV�:KR¶V�

UHDOO\�LQ�FRQWURO��VR�ZH�FDQ�UHOD[�DQG�UHOLVK�WKH�UROOHUFRDVWHU�ULGH� 

 <RX�NQRZ��ZKHQ�\RX¶UH�RQ�D� UROOHUFRDVWHU��\RX�FDQ¶W�FRQWURO�KRZ�IDU�\RX�JR�XS�RU�KRZ���������������

IDU�\RX�JR�GRZQ��RU�KRZ� IDVW�\RX�JR� LQ� WKLV�GLUHFWLRQ�RU� WKDW�� ,� UHPHPEHU�\HDUV�DJR� ,�ZDV�RQ����������������

WKH�KXJH�UROOHUFRDVWHU�DW�+HUVKH\�3DUN�LQ�3HQQV\OYDQLD��QRW�IDU�IURP�ZKHUH�P\�ZLIH�'DZQ�JUHZ�

XS�� 7KLV� UROOHUFRDVWHU� ZHQW� YHU\� KLJK� LQ� WKH� DLU�� DQG� LQ� RQH� SODFH� LW� DFWXDOO\� VSLUDOHG� DQG�����������������������

\RX�WXUQHG�XSVLGH�GRZQ��%XW�RI�FRXUVH�� WKLV�ZDV�VDIH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�³J´� IRUFHV��DQG�ZH�ZHUH�

ZHOO�VWUDSSHG�LQ� 
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 2QFH�\RX¶UH�VWUDSSHG�LQWR�D�UROOHU�FRDVWHU�� ORFNHG�LQWR�\RXU�VHDW�DQG�RQ�\RXU�ZD\��\RX�

FHUWDLQO\�FDQQRW�JHW�RII�EHIRUH�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�ULGH��7KH�RQO\�WKLQJ�\RX�FDQ�FRQWURO�LV�KRZ�\RX¶UH�

JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�WKRVH�XSV�DQG�GRZQV� 

 :H�FDQ�GR�RQH�RI� WZR� WKLQJV��HLWKHU� WHQVH�XS�DQG� UHVLVW� WKH�PRWLRQ��PD\EH� IUHH]H� LQ�

IHDU��RU�� �/(7�*2��QRW�RI� WKH�VDIHW\�EDU����EXW� OHW�JR� LQVLGH�� LQ�\RXU�PLQG�DQG�VSLULW�� �0DNH�D�������������

GHFLVLRQ�RI�WUXVW��(VWDEOLVK�LQ�\RXU�PLQG��DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�ULGH��WKDW�WKLV�PDFKLQH�LV�VDIH��

VR�,�PLJKW�DV�ZHOO�UHOD[�DQG�HQMR\�LW� 

 7KH�NH\� LV� WR� WUXVW� LQ� WKH�VDIHW\�RI� WKH�ZKHHOV�DQG� WUDFNV�DQG�SXOOH\V��DQG� WUXVW� LQ� WKH�

%XLOGHU�DQG�'HVLJQHU�RI�WKH�5ROOHUFRDVWHU��,Q�OLIH��\RX�VKRXOG�GHFLGH�DKHDG�RI�WLPH��³,¶P�VDIH�LI�,�

KDQJ�RQ��EHFDXVH�P\�&UHDWRU� LV�DOO-SRZHUIXO�DQG�DOO-ORYLQJ� �FI��(SKHVLDQV������DQG�5RPDQV�

�������,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�OHW�JR�DQG�OHW�*RG��,¶P�JRLQJ�WDNH�D�GHHS�EUHDWK��UHOD[��DQG�VHH�KRZ�PXFK�

IXQ�,�FDQ�KDYH�RQ�WKLV�WKLQJ��1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�IDVW�WKH�VWUDLJKW�VWUHWFKHV�RU�KRZ�MHUNHG�DERXW�,�DP�

RQ�WKH�FXUYHV��,¶P�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�UHVLVW�LWV�PRWLRQ���,¶P�JRLQJ�WR�OHDQ�IRUZDUG�DQG�VD\��µ&RPH�RQ���

%ULQJ� RQ� WKH� VSHHG�� � /HW¶V� VHH� KRZ� IDVW� WKLV� EDE\� FDQ� JR�� � /HW� PH� IHHO� WKH� WKULOO� RI� EHLQJ�

SUHVVHG��KLS�DQG�VKRXOGHU�DJDLQVW�WKH�VHDW�¶ 

 +DYH�\RX�HYHU�H[SHULHQFHG�WKH�WKULOO�RI�IUHH�IDOOLQJ"�,W¶V�D�WHUULEOH�IHHOLQJ�LI�\RX¶UH�VFDUHG��

EXW�D�ZRQGHUIXO�IHHOLQJ�LI�\RX¶UH�DEOH�WR�OHW�JR��WR�WDNH�WKH�ULVN�DQG�EHOLHYH�\RX¶UH�VDIH��DQG�VD\�

WR�\RXUVHOI��³:RZ��P\�GLDSKUDJP�IHHOV�OLNH�LW¶V�ULVHQ�D�IRRW��7KH�ZLQG�LV�EORZLQJ�P\�KDLU�DOPRVW�

RII�P\�KHDG��:KRRSHH��7KLV�LV�IXQ�´ 

 ,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�-HVXV¶�ZRUGV�KHUH�LQ�WRGD\¶V�WH[W�DUH�DQ�LQYLWDWLRQ��:HOFRPH�WR�OLIH�LQ�WKH�

.LQJGRP�RI�*RG��:HOFRPH�WR�P\�5ROOHUFRDVWHU��,W¶V�D�WKULOO�D�PLQXWH��<RX�QHYHU�VWDQG�VWLOO��$QG�

ZKHWKHU�\RX¶UH�VKRZHUHG�ZLWK�EOHVVLQJV�RU�KDPPHUHG�ZLWK�ZRH�� UHPHPEHU�� LW�ZRQ¶W�EH� ORQJ�

XQWLO�\RX¶OO�EH�JRLQJ�EDFN�WKH�RWKHU�GLUHFWLRQ� 

 ,Q�WHUPV�RI�ZKDW�6W��3DXO�ZURWH�LQ�WRGD\¶V�(SLVWOH�/HVVRQ��\RX¶OO�EH�DOLYH�DQG�WKHQ�\RX¶OO�

EH�GHDG��<RX¶OO� EH�GHDG��DQG� WKHQ�\RX¶OO� EH�DOLYH�DJDLQ�� �<RX¶OO�ZDON�ZLWK�&KULVW� WKURXJK� WKH���������

PLVHU\�RI�*RRG�)ULGD\��DQG�WKHQ�\RX¶OO�ULVH�ZLWK�&KULVW�LQWR�MR\�RQ�(DVWHU� 
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\RX¶OO�EH�DOLYH�DJDLQ���<RX¶OO�ZDON�ZLWK�&KULVW�WKURXJK�WKH�PLVHU\�RI�*RRG�)ULGD\��DQG�WKHQ�\RX¶OO�

ULVH�ZLWK�&KULVW�LQWR�MR\�RQ�(DVWHU� 

 :HOFRPH�WR�WKH�.LQJGRP�5ROOHUFRDVWHU��WKH�ULGH�RI�D�OLIHWLPH��7KH�ULGH�EHJLQV�DV�VRRQ�DV�

ZH¶UH�EDSWL]HG�DQG�MRLQHG�WR�&KULVW��)URP�WKHQ�RQ��ZH¶UH�HLWKHU�G\LQJ�RU�ULVLQJ��,I�ZH¶UH�LQ�EH�

WZHHQ��ZH�FDQ�EH�VXUH�LW�ZRQ¶W�EH�WKDW�ZD\�IRU�ORQJ� 

 ,¶P�UHPLQGHG�RI�RQH�RI�)UDQN�6LQDWUD¶V�ROG�VRQJV��IURP����\HDUV�DJR�������������������������������������

FDOOHG�³7KDW¶V�OLIH�´�+HUH¶V�VRPH�RI�LW� 

 

  ³7KDW
V�OLIH������WKDW
V�ZKDW�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�VD\ 
  <RX
UH�ULGLQ
�KLJK�LQ�$SULO��VKRW�GRZQ�LQ�0D\ 
  %XW�,�NQRZ�,
P�JRQQD�FKDQJH�WKDW�WXQH 
  :KHQ�,
P�EDFN�RQ�WRS��EDFN�RQ�WRS�LQ�-XQH� 
 
  ,�VDLG�WKDW
V�OLIH��WKDW
V�OLIH���DQG�DV�IXQQ\�DV�LW�PD\�VHHP 
  6RPH�SHRSOH�JHW�WKHLU�NLFNV�VWRPSLQ
�RQ�D�GUHDP 
  %XW�,�GRQ
W�OHW�LW��OHW�LW�JHW�PH�GRZQ 
  
FDXVH�WKLV�ILQH�ROG�ZRUOG��LW�NHHSV�VSLQQLQ
�URXQG� 
 
  ,
YH�EHHQ�D�SXSSHW��D�SDXSHU��D�SLUDWH��D�SRHW��D�SDZQ�DQG�D�NLQJ 
  ,
YH�EHHQ�XS�DQG�GRZQ�DQG�RYHU�DQG�RXW�DQG�,�NQRZ�RQH�WKLQJ 
  (DFK�WLPH�,�ILQG�P\VHOI�IODW�RQ�P\�IDFH 
  ,�SLFN�P\VHOI�XS�DQG�JHW�EDFN�LQ�WKH�UDFH«´ 

 

 *RG�JUDQW�HDFK�RQH�RI�XV�WKH�IDLWK�WR�GR�MXVW�WKDW���$PHQ� 

           a�3DVWRU�-LP�+LOO 

  ��  �+<01���������³*RG�RI�WKH�6SDUURZ´� 

'ƌĂĐĞ�>ƵƚŚĞƌĂŶ��ŚƵƌĐŚ͕�sŝĐƚŽƌŝĂ����Ε�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ϭϯ͕�ϮϬϮϮ 


